[Cardiac arrhythmia during pneumatic dilatation of achalasia of the esophagus (author's transl)].
ECG was recorded in 38 patients with achalasia of the esophagus before, during and after pneumatic dilatation. During the dilatation both marked increases as well as decreases of heart frequency were observed. The mean values of all patients remained virtually unchanged. The most frequent type of arrhythmia were ventricular extrasystolies (16 patients), whereas supraventricular extrasystolies (4 patients), second degree-av-block (2 patients) and av-dissociation (1 patient) occured infrequently. In none of our patients arrhythmia was critical, even in a patient with preexisting cardiac insufficiency. Thus, patients with achalasia of the esophagus are not endangered to a major degree by cardiac arrhythmia during pneumatic dilatation.